The Church in the Benefice

The (Church of England) Benefice consists of three Parishes: 

Badgeworth;  Shurdington; and Witcombe with Bentham.  

There is one church in each of the three Parishes:  

Holy Trinity, Badgeworth; St Paul’s, Shurdington; and St Mary’s, Great Witcombe.  

(St Peter’s, Bentham, built as a “Chapel of Ease” in 1885 for the Parish of Badgeworth (which at that date included Bentham), closed for Anglican worship in 1980 and was formally made redundant in 1994.  In 2002, the church building and a little of the surrounding land was bought by the Greek Orthodox Church and, in accordance with Greek Orthodox practice, the church was renamed St John Chrysostom, which now serves as a Greek Orthodox place of worship for much of North Gloucestershire.  Most of the churchyard, however, remains the responsibility of the PCC of Witcombe with Bentham.)

Clergy, Readers, etc

VICAR AND AREA DEAN OF SEVERN VALE DEANERY

The Revd Richard Mitchell

The Vicarage, School Lane, Shurdington Gl51 4TF

Tel: 01242 702911
richard.mitchell@talk21.com
day off: Friday

The Revd Mary Wilesmith

Tel: 01242 712635

Parish Ministry Day: Wednesday

The Revd Arthur Champion

Tel; 01242 263081
championarthur@googlemail.com
Benefice Ministry: Sundays, and one evening each week

Readers:
Mr Robert Poole

tel; 01452 855660



Mrs April Jones

tel: 01452 864469

Local Ministry Team
The Greenway Team

Richard Mitchell
Mary Wilesmith
Robert Poole
Rachel Cottell   

Clare Stewart
Sue Padfield
April Jones
Arthur Champion 
 Kathy Parfitt



Retired Clergy:

The Revd Mike Thompson
tel: 01242 862467




The Revd Peter Naylor

tel: 01242 861329




The Revd John Forryan




The Revd Pam Smith

tel; 01242 863916

The (part-time) Churches Administrator (and Children’s & Youth Work Co-ordinator) is:

Mrs Rachel Cottell    office: (Thurs: 9am-12noon, Fri 1-3pm): admin.bswb@googlemail.com
                                     01242.861218 (home: 01452.715034)
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The Administrator’s office is in St Paul’s Church Hall.




Church Services

You are always very welcome at any of our services, whether you are a regular or occasional church-goer or you are completely new to it all.  Services at 9.30am/11am are usually followed by a short informal get-together, offering the opportunity to get to know other parishioners over coffee. 

When there are five Sundays in the month, the only service on the Fifth Sunday is usually a Benefice Service of Holy Communion, held in each of the three churches in rotation.

On all other Sundays, the usual pattern of worship is as follows:

	
	8am
	9.30am
	11am
	6pm

	Holy Trinity, Badgeworth
	         
	
	1st & 3rd Sundays:

Parish Communion 

2nd & 4th Sundays:

Morning Prayer 
	Please check in the 3in1 for dates of evening services                   

	St Paul’s,  Shurdington
	
	1st, 2nd, 3rd Sundays: Parish Communion 

4th Sunday:

Morning Service          
	1st Sunday:

Family Service 
	

	St Mary’s,

Great Witcombe
	Holy Communion

BCP
	
	1st Sunday

Morning Prayer 

2nd & 4th Sundays

Parish Communion 

3rd Sunday

Family Service 
	


Other services are held to mark major Church Festivals and other days of Special Observance (such as Ash Wednesday and Good Friday), of which details may be found in Three in One.  These include Carol and Christingle Services at Christmas, Compline during Advent and Lent and outdoor services in Holy Week and on Ascension Day. 

Support services

Bereavement.  There are three trained bereavement counsellors in the Benefice.  If you have suffered a bereavement and would like to talk with a member of the Bereavement Support Team, please get in touch with any one of:  Mrs Clare Stewart (01242.862598); Mrs Chris Nation (01242.521280); Mrs April Jones (01452.864469). All such contacts are, naturally, completely confidential.

Hospital Visiting.   If you have a friend or relative in hospital locally who would welcome hospital visits, please contact one of the two Hospital Visiting Co-ordinators: (for Cheltenham hospitals)  

Mrs Clare Stewart (01242 862598 or (for Gloucester hospitals) Mrs Trixie Scott (01452.865892). 

You may wish prayers to be offered for yourself or for a friend or relative.  In that case, please contact the Revd Richard Mitchell (01242.702911) or one of the clergy team.

Church cars.  If you would like to attend a church service, but, for any reason, have difficulty getting to church and would like a lift, please contact: 

(for Shurdington) Bob Clarke (01242.862403) or Mrs Betty Rout (01242.862392); (for Witcombe and Bentham) Mrs Maureen Pither (01452.863338). 

Other Regular Church-related Activities

Mothers Union.  There is a thriving branch of the Mother’s Union in the Benefice.  As well as a programme of visiting speakers and other activities, the Mother’s Union is closely associated with the Mother & Toddlers Group. (for details see under Children’s Activities above).  For details, contact MrsKate Thompson (mt005b6312@blueyonder.co.uk; 01242.862467) or Mrs Kathy Parfitt (01242.519376).

Bible Study.  Throughout the year a Benefice Bible Study Group meets for a couple of hours on one afternoon each week to study a book of the Bible.  These meetings are friendly and informal, and all are very welcome.  For details, contact Mrs Sue Padfield (01452. 862509).

An informal Ecumenical Prayer Group – up until now Roman Catholic & Anglican, but all are very welcome – meets at the home of Paddy Treasure, St Jude’s, Green Lane, Little Witcombe (01452.862570).  Meetings are on alternate Thursday evenings at 8pm, except over the summer and Christmas holiday periods.

We also now have a Julian Group in the Benefice, offering reflective times of prayer. Please contact Revd Pam Smith on 01242 863916.

Lent Groups.  During Lent, the Bible Study Group (see above) usually switches its attention to a special theme for Lent rather than the study of a particular book of the Bible.  Another Lent Group meets over a bring-and-share lunch in the Church Hall.  Details are published in Three in One. 

Emmaus Groups.  Emmaus Courses examine in small groups the basics of the Christian faith in an open and non-judgmental way.  (See further www.e-mmaus.org.uk.) For details, please contact the Vicar.

Open the Book.  This country-wide programme enables primary school children to hear stories from the Bible in an accessible form at school.www.openthebook.net. The local point of contact is Mrs Rachel Cottell c/o the benefice office.

Support Groups

The Friends of Holy Trinity.  This is a support group that raises funds for the preservation and repair of the church building and churchyard of Holy Trinity, Badgeworth.  The point of contact is: Mrs Beverley Pickering (01452.712907).

The Friends of St Paul’s.  This group performs the same function for St Paul’s Shurdington.  The point of contact is:  Mrs Clare Stewart (01242.862598).

The nearest Roman Catholic Church is St Patrick’s, St Patrick’s Court (off Green Way), Brockworth.  See www.presbytery.co.uk.  The Parish Priest is:

Father Chris Hickey, The Presbytery, 24 Ermin St, Brockworth, GL3 4HL (01452.862709)

The Brockworth Free Church (URC) is at 103 Moorfield Road, Brockworth, GL3 4JQ.  Contact: Mrs Barbara Cassidy, barbacass@aol.com (01452.862621)

The Shurdington Chapel in Farm Lane is a non-denominational independent place of worship. The contact is Mr Alex Thomson (01242.862600).

News & Information

The local newspapers are the Gloucestershire Echo and The Citizen.  

Local radio stations are   

BBC Radio Gloucestershire  104.7 FM, 1413 AM

                                                  http://www.bbc.co.uk/gloucestershire/local_radio/

Severn Sound                          102.4 FM                     

                                                 http://www.severnsound.co.uk/

http://www.thisisgloucestershire.co.uk is a useful website with links to both local newspapers.

More locally still,  our benefice magazine Three in One is published monthly.The Editor is Tony Price (01242.862683;  ed3in1@blueyonder.co.uk) and the Business Manager (subscriptions, advertising, payments) David Davis (01242.862463).

The Witcombe & Bentham Village News is published quarterly.The magazine is distributed free to those resident in Witcombe and Bentham Parish and is funded chiefly from advertising and donations.  The Editor is Caroline Hope (01452.862512; Caro9009@aol.com) .

Local Shopping etc

Shurdington Post Office and News, 2 Yarnolds, Shurdington 

01242.862034

Off Licence, Newsagents & small General Stores:  open 0600-1300 & 1400-1930 Mon-Fri, 0600-1930 Sat and 0600-1800 Sun.  The Post Office: open 0900-1300 & 1400-1700 Mon, Tu, Th, Fri; 0900-1300 Wed; 0900-1230 Sat.

Witcombe Shop, Astridge Road, Little Witcombe 

01452.862587

Off Licence, Newsagents & small General Stores:  open 0800-1200 & 1500-1730 Mon-Fri, 0800-1100 Sat & Sun.  The Post Office: open 0900-1200 Mon-Fri, 0800-1100 Sat

Primrose Vale Farm Shop, Shurdington Road (A46), Bentham 
01452.863359

Locally-grown fruit and vegetables (including pick-your-own in season), local cheeses, bread and meat, fruit juices, etc. Winter opening hours are: Mon-Sat: 9-5.30; Sun: 10-5 – sometimes longer in the summer months.

The Cross Hands Garage also sells newspapers and a small selection of food and drink.

The nearest large supermarkets are Tesco, Gloucester Trading Estate, Delta Way, Brockworth, Sainsbury’s, Barnett Way, Barnwood and Morrison’s, Up Hatherley.

There is an Abbey cash-point at the Cross Hands Garage.

Rubbish Collection and Recycling

House-to-house collections are currently as follows:

Mondays:        Badgeworth (houses in Badgeworth Lane), Little Witcombe, Great Witcombe,

                        Shurdington (houses north west of Main Road), 

 Wednesdays:  Badgeworth (houses in Church Lane & Cold Pool Lane), Bentham, Cold Slad,

                        Little Shurdington, Shurdington (houses on, or south east of, Main Road, incl.Farm 

                        Lane, Greenway Lane and Leckhampton Lane)

Green bins and blue bins are collected on alternate weeks, with the brown food waste bin collected weekly.

For collection of bulky waste (including charges), ring 01684.295010.

  Garden waste is also collected from those who have hired a brown recycling bin for the purpose. There is also a collection point for clothes and shoes for recycling at the Shurdington Post Office.  Computer equipment can be taken to Hemplan Design, Unit P4, Innsworth Technology Park (ring first - 01452 730015). 

Furniture can be recycled by Emmaus Gloucestershire (info@emmausgloucestershire.co.uk; 01452 551144) or the Furniture Recycling Project (www.frpglos.org.co.uk; collections@frpglos.org.uk; 01452.302303). The nearest Household Recycling Centres are at Wingmoor Farm, Stoke Orchard and Hempsted, Hempsted Lane, Gloucester. 

 e-mail recycling@tewkesbury.gov.uk.  The TBC Recycling Officer’s number is 01684.272185.

Garages

Cross Hands Garage, Cross Hands Roundabout (on A46) (petrol, oil, air, etc)              01452.865050

Shurdington Garage, Main Road (A46), Shurdington (servicing, MOTs, repairs, etc) 01242.862339

Shire Cars, Main Road, Shurdington (servicing, MOTs etc)   

Garden Centres and Nurseries

The Benefice is well off for garden centres and nurseries:

Greenway Nurseries, Main Road, Shurdington (opp. Badgeworth Lane)
01242.862248

Badgeworth Nurseries, (Shurdington end of) Badgeworth Lane

Brock Nurseries, off Whitelands Lane, Little Shurdington

01242.862769

Dawn Nurseries, off Main Road, Shurdington (just short of Endsleigh)
01242.862877 

Dundry Nurseries, Bamfurlong Lane




01452 713124

Shurdington Nurseries, Whitelands Lane, Little Shurdington

01242.863738

Wyevale, Shurdington Road, on A46 ¼ mile short of Cross Hands
01452.862334
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The Severn Vale Mobile Library visits Badgeworth and Shurdington on alternate Friday afternoons – Badgeworth Village Hall at 2.20pm – 2.40pm and Shurdington Social Centre at 2.50pm – 3.15pm. Please check in the 3in1 for dates.

There is also the Public Library at Up Hatherley   
tel: 01242 863010

Pubs, Hotels and Restaurants

Within the Benefice or just outside it are:

Bell Inn, Main Road, Shurdington




01242.862245

The Cheeserollers, Main Road, Shurdington



01242.862268


Twelve Bells (Beefeater Steak House & Motel), Little Witcombe

01452.862521  

Cross Hands Inn (Toby Carvery), at Cross Hands roundabout  on A46
01452.863441

Air Balloon, Crickley Hill (on A417)




01452.862541

Golden Heart, Nettleton Bottom, Birdlip (on A417)


01242.870261

The Greenway (Country Hotel & Restaurant), Shurdington (off A46)
01242.862352

Gloucester Chase Hotel, Shurdington Road, on A46 short of Cross Hands
 01452.519988

Royal George Hotel (& restaurant), Birdlip



01452.862506 

Advertisements for some of the bed & breakfast establishments in the Benefice may be found in Three in One. 

Hospitals, Doctors, Dentists, etc

Gloucestershire Primary Healthcare Trust



0845.658.3800

Gloucester Royal, Great Western Road, Gloucester


08454.222222

Cheltenham General, Sandford Road, Cheltenham


08454.222222

Delancey Hospital, Charlton Lane, Cheltenham (due for closure)

08454.222222

Nuffield Hospital, Hatherley Lane, Cheltenham (private)


01242.246500

Winfield Hospital, Tewkesbury Road, Gloucester (private)

01452.331111

Although none in the benefice, there are many  GPs and dentists in the wider area, including at Churchdown , Brockworth and Up Hatherley.

NHS Direct







0845 4647

NHS out-of-hours






08454.220220

Dental Helpline (Gloucestershire) (M-Th 8.30-5, F 8.30-4.30)

01452.318858

Dental Out-of-hours (M-F: 5pm-8am; Weekends/Holidays: 9am-1pm)
08451.207179

Patient Advice & Liaison Service (PALS)



0800.151548

CARE Direct (Help & Information for the Older Person)


0800.444000
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Transport

The no 10 bus service travels between Cheltenham and Gloucester three times an hour during the day, whilst the no 46 goes once an hour in each direction between Cheltenham and Stroud.. Bus service details can be found at www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/index.cfm?articleid=9179
Pets & Vets

The nearest veterinary surgeries are:

Brambles,The Old Forge, Green Street, Brockworth


01452.712194

Brambles, 58 Albermarle Road, Churchdown



01452.712194

Arvonia Animal Hospital, The Reddings, Cheltenham


01242.700100

Among boarding kennels and catteries in the area are:

Badgeworth Cattery, Badgeworth Lane




01242.607497

Henley Bank Kennels/Cattery, Mill Lane, Brockworth


01452.863519

Rosedale House Cattery, Bamfurlong Lane, nr Staverton, Cheltenham
01452.713097

The Rise Cattery, Coberley





01242.870203

A local supply of pet and animal foods is at:

Gloucester Mixfeed, Droys Court (lane to Roman Villa)


01452.863462

Dog training classes are held at Shurdington Social Centre on Wednesday evenings at 6pm

Schools & Children’s activities

Our school within the Benefice is

Shurdington C of E Primary School, Badgeworth Lane, Shurdington

01242.862420

Headteacher:  Mr Richard Woolston

Just outside the Benefice are

Castle Hill Primary School, Abbotswood Road, Brockworth


01452.863380

Birdlip County Primary School, Birdlip



  
01452.862331

The nearest Secondary Schools are:

Chosen Hill School, Brookfield Road, Churchdown



01452.713488

Brockworth Enterprise School (comprehensive), Moorfield Road, Brockworth
01452.862809

More information about the registration of children for particular schools may be found at www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schooladmissions; schadmit@gloucestershire.gov.uk[image: image1.png]


; 01452.425407

Mothers & Toddlers  – contact Sue Woods (barandsuew@blueyonder.co.uk)

01242.862024

(meets Monday mornings, Shurdington Church Hall)

Shurdington Pre-school – contact Naomi
 Murray




01761 396613


    (meets each morning in term time in the Millennium Hall at the Social Centre)

Shurdington JAG (Jesus and God group) - contact Claire Stewart


01242.862598

(11+, meets Tuesdays at 1730 in term time in Church Hall)

Witcombe Under-5s Toddlers & Playgroup - contact Jo Mitchell
 

01452.864376

Badgeworth Sunday School (1st & 3rd Sundays, 11am) – contact Rachel Cottell
01452.715034







admin.bswb@googlmail.com
Shurdington Children’s Club / Sunday School (0930am) – contact Kevin Stubbs
01242.577123


St Mary’s, Witcombe Children’s Activities (following 11am Service, 3rd Sundays)

                           – contact Sue Padfield
padfields@ukonline.co.uk

01452.862509

Shurdington Scouts Group – contact Paul Calleja-Gera



01242.862726

  (Beaver Scouts, Cub Scouts & Explorer Scouts – all meet on Mondays)
        or
07770.480272

Leisure Activities, Clubs & Societies

Mothers’ Union – contact Kate Thompson   (mt005b6312@blueyonder.co.uk)
01242.862467

Badgeworth Women’s Institute – contact Sarah Malt



01452.857271

Badgeworth Art Group – contact Michael Holyoake



01452.713157

Shurdington Women’s Institute – contact Betty Rout



01242.862392

Shurdington Friendship Club – contact Barbara Gloyn



01242.862523

Shurdington Evening Fellowship – contact Betty Rout



01242.862392

Shurdington Garden Society - contact Mrs A. Charman



01242.862561

Shurdington Sports Club – contact Mr J. Barnfield



01242.862826

Shurdington KGV Playing Fields Secretary: Mrs Jo Sobey


01242.862324

Wide Valley Singers - contact Muriel Cooper




01452.864650

Witcombe Cricket Club – contact Dave Pointon




01452.864689

Witcombe Art Group – contact Angela Buxton




01452.862525

Witcombe Thursday Friends – contact Anne Vickery annevickery@hotmail.com
01452.862040

Witcombe Square Folk Dance Club (every other Wed. 8pm Witcombe Village Hall)

Witcombe Social Fundraisers (WSF) – contact Christine Dyer christine.dyer2@btinternet.com 01452.862399.  WSF organizes numerous events in Witcombe & Bentham (including quizzes, picnics, auctions of promises and themed evenings, as well as the annual Village Fete) to raise money for St Mary’s Church and a wide range of other charitable causes.

Two local attractions are the Witcombe Roman Villa and, lying just outside the Benefice, the Crickley Hill Country Park (which contains an Iron Age fort).  We also have the famous cheese-rolling event, which takes place annually on Spring Bank Holiday Monday at Cooper’s Hill (contact Tony Pither 01452.863338).  

Badgeworth is the home of the Badgeworth Buttercup, one of the rarest native plants in the British Isles, which grows in a small nature reserve, now 75 years old and run by the Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust (01452.383333; www.gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk;).

Social and Church Venues

Badgeworth Village Hall  Bookings: Rachel Cottell rachel@cottellfamily.me.uk   01452.715034

Shurdington Social Centre, Bishop Road  Bookings: Paul Calleja-Gera

01242.862726

          See also: www.shurdington.org                                                                  or
07770.480272

St Paul’s Church Hall, School Lane, Shurdington  Bookings: Betty Gwyther
01242 862228

Witcombe & Bentham Village Hall  Bookings: Pam Angell


01452.612258

All have kitchens. The Church Hall & Badgeworth Village Hall are much smaller than the other two.

Local support groups

For the Friends of Holy Trinity and the Friends of St Paul’s, both which raise funds for the fabric of the church and churchyards, see under The Church in the Benefice. 

The Friends of Bentham is an unofficial pressure group dedicated to contesting proposals for unsympathetic development– contact Irene Hall hallpirene@aol.com 01452 863474 or Geoff Pilgrim-Morris geoff-pm@fsmail.net 01452 863634.

Local Government

The whole of the Benefice comes under Tewkesbury Borough Council:  

General enquiries: enquiries@tewkesbury.gov.uk[image: image2.png]


; Tel: 01684.295010; Fax: 01684.272039. 

See further: http://www.tewkesburybc.gov.uk
Our local Borough Councillors are:

Shurdington Ward: 

Councillor Philip Surman, Yew Tree Farm, Little Shurdington, Cheltenham, GL51 4TX 

                 (01242 862880; fax: 01242 862880; councillor.surman@tewkesbury.gov.uk)

Badgeworth Ward (and currently Leader of the Council):

Councillor Robert Vines, Normansbrook Farm, Sandy Pluck Lane, Bentham, GL51 4UB

                (01242.862772;  Robert.vines@gloucestershire.gov.uk) 

The three (civil) Parish Councils are:

Badgeworth Parish Council

Chairman:       Jim Beardsmore


Parish Clerk:   Roy Balgobin
 badgeworth.parish@btinternet.com
01452.621688

Councillors: 

Badgeworth Ward:

Mrs Fran Haidon 





01242.862886

Mrs Sally Pullen
sally.pullen@tiscali.co.uk

01452.855482

Mrs Mary Tombs





01452.713200

Bentham Ward:

Chris Haines 

theesg@aol.com


01452.862235

Andrew Hope

andrew@courtfarm.net


01452.862512

Graham Peck 

graham.peck@tiscali.co.uk

01452.862292

Great Witcombe Parish Meeting

Chairman:     
 Mrs Celia Hicks Beach




01452.863591


Shurdington Parish Council (meets 2nd Monday of each month at 0730pm  in Social Centre)

Chairman:
Mrs Jo Sobey





01242.862324

Parish Clerk:     Mrs E. McGrory   shurdingtonpc1@btinternet.com 
01452.864873

Councillors:      Mrs Joan Chandler




01242. 862384

              Mr Trevor Colbeck 




01242. 862616

             Mrs Sue Mitchell 




01242. 862268

             Mr Bob Sanders





01242 862250

Mrs Wendy Sparkes




01242. 862787 

             Mrs Clare.Stewart




01242.862598

             Mr Philip Surman




01242 862880


 Mr Mark King

Shurdington Parish Councillors : shurdingtonpc1@btinternet.com 

