ST. PAUL’S, SHURDINGTON - CHURCHYARD RULES


These rules have been adopted by the Parochial Church Council for the benefit of all those, present and future, who wish to enjoy the beauty of this churchyard, and remember those from our past. A copy of these guidelines may be obtained from the Vicar or Churchwardens, or downloaded from the benefice website.

1.Procedure for erecting a memorial

Permission must be obtained for the introduction of any memorial into this churchyard. The vicar will authorise simple upright grave markers in accordance with the terms and conditions given in sections 2-7 below. Any other type of memorial of a burial requires authorisation by the Diocesan Chancellor, who is sympathetic to imaginative proposals. Section 8 deals with commemorations after cremation.

Every application to erect a memorial, or place anything whatsoever or to do any works in the churchyard should be made in writing to the vicar, in the first instance, with a full description of the proposed work. The proper forms are available on request, and when permission is granted, a fee is charged at a nationally agreed rate. A minimum period of six months must elapse between the burial of the person to be commemorated and the erection of a headstone.

2. Dimensions of headstones

The vicar may approve headstones within the following dimensions above ground.

Height

max 1200mm (4’)

min 700mm (2’ 3”)

Width

max 900mm (3’)

min 500mm (1’8”)

Thickness
max 150mm(6”)

min 50mm (2”)

except slate which may be as thin as 38mm (1.5”)

3. Erection of memorials

The headstone may be inserted directly into the ground, or stand on a stone base. Such a base must be an integral part of the design, and must be flush with ground level. It may project up to 100m (4”) beyond the headstone in any direction, except where a receptacle for flowers is provided. In this case, the receptacle should be flush with the top of the base, and the base may extend up to 200mm (8”) in front of the headstone.

4. Materials

All memorials should be made either of natural and unpolished stone (with no reflecting finish) or of hardwood.

The vicar may approve headstones made of:

Forest of Dean Sandstone, Serena,

Derbyshire (eg. Hopton Wood), Verde Ardesie (‘Savernake Green’)

York or Cheshire Sandstone (eg Woodkirk)
Orton Scar, Hornton, Portland, Purbeck, Blue Lias

English or Welsh Slate, Celtic

Nabresina

5. Design

Headstones with curved tops and preferable to those with straight-edge ‘rectangular’ tops. The vicar cannot authorise memorials in the shape of a heart or book, nor the inclusion of photographs, porcelain portraits, kerbs, railings, chippings or glass shades.

6. Epitaphs

Inscriptions must be simple and reverent. Great care should be taken in selecting the wording. The vicar is willing to offer advice prior to approval. Inscriptions should be incised or in relief, and may be painted. Bronze plaques, 150mm (6”) by 100mmm (4”), may be added to existing headstones. All alterations and additions require separate approval.

7. Trade Marks

These are restricted to the mason’s name, inscribed at the side or on the reverse in unleaded letters up to 13mm in height.

8. Commemoration after Cremation

Ashes may be interred in existing graves or in the designated garden or remembrance. All ashes interred in a casket and /or in the garden of remembrance must be marked by a horizontal tablet, dimensions 300mm (12”) by 250mm (9”), laid flush with the ground. A detachable flower receptacle, 150mm (62) square, may be included in the application, to lie flush with the ground. The inscription must be approved by the vicar.

9. Flowers

Except where the design of a headstone includes an integral receptacle for plants or cut flowers, they may be placed in a non-glass removable container, which must be sunk completely into the ground.

Wreaths and cut flowers may be placed in such containers or laid on any grave, but must be removed as soon as they appear  to be withered. No artificial flowers are allowed except for Remembrance Day poppies and traditional Christmas wreaths, and these should be removed within one month. 

If regularly tended, bulbs and plants, but not bushes, may be planted in the soil of any grave.

10. Churchyard maintenance

The surface of the churchyard will be kept free from grave mounds and as level as possible, so that the grass may be easily cut by a mower. Please place all litter in the bins provided.
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